The ProSeal laryngeal mask in myasthenia gravis.
This case describes the anaesthesia management of a patient with myasthenia gravis who required mastectomy with axillary lymph node clearance. After withholding medical therapy for the myasthenia preoperatively on the day of surgery, anaesthesia was maintained with halothane, nitrous oxide and a remifentanil infusion. Muscle relaxants were avoided, facilitated by the use of a ProSeal (Intravent, Orthofix, Maidenhead, United Kingdom) laryngeal mask airway for positive pressure ventilation. The ProSeal laryngeal mask airway is a new laryngeal mask device with a modified cuff and a drainage tube which has been shown to have advantages over older designs for use during positive pressure ventilation. The rationale for the management of this patient with myasthenia is discussed.